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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicants arguments with respect to. claims 13-17 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 13 lines 14-16 and claim 15 lines 13-15 which 
recite IP packets being transmitted according to the VPI and not 
according to the VCI is not clear as to whether the IP packets 
having the certain part identical with the previously input IP 
packets being transmitted according to the VPI and not VCI; the 
IP packets having a certain part different from the previously 
input IP packets being transmitted according to the VPI and not 
VCI; or all IP packets. Clearly IP packets having different 
destination address would be transmitted according to the VPI 
and not VCI; and therefore it not clear what limitation is being 
claimed. 



Application/Control 
Art Unit: 2616 



Number : 



09/879, 953 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 



4. Claims 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Feldman et al . (6,148,000). 



Regarding claims 13 and 15: 

Feldman et al . disclose the method of switching IP 

(Internet Protocol) packets at a packet switching system, 
comprising the steps of: allocating a pair including an IP 
address and a port number in Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) 
or User Datagram Protocol (U DP) to a Virtual Channel Identifier 

(VCI) (see col. 16 lines 22-29 and col. 20 lines 28-56 which 
recite allocating VCI and col. 4 lines 50-53 which recite the 
VCI being derived from the IP address) ; and outputting IP 
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packets whose headers have the IP address and the port number 
via a Virtual Connection (VC) corresponding to the VCI when the 
packet switching system receives the IP packets, wherein if IP 
packet headers have a certain part identical with previously 
input IP packets, then the allocated VCI is the same as a VCI 
allocated to the previously input IP packets, and wherein if the 
certain part of the IP packet headers is different from the 
previously inputted IP packets, then the allocated VCI is an 
idle VCI (see col. 16 lines 21-35 which recite allocating the VC 
label from the previously learned and col. 11 lines 9-30 which 
recite allocating new VCI, i.e. idle VCI, to new path, i.e. path 
which is different from the previous path) , and wherein the VC 
is included in a Virtual Path, and the IP packets are 
transmitted, not according to the VCI, but according to a 
Virtual Path Identifier (VPI) of the Virtual Path in an ATM 
network (see col. 4 lines 36-49 which recite using the VPI for 
switching cells along the switched connection and keeping the 
VCI value unaltered clearly reads on IP packets being 
transmitted, not according to the VCI, But according to a 
Virtual Path Identifier (VPI) of the Virtual Path in an ATM 
network) . 

Regarding claims 14, 16-17: 
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Feldman et al . disclose wherein the information is a port 
number in Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) or User Datagram 
Protocol (UDP) and wherein the IP address is a pair of source IP 
address and destination IP address (see col. 22 lines 49-55 
which recite use of TCP protocol and VC including source and 
destination addresses) . 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 

considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

*\ 

Endo et al . disclose a packet switching system, packet switching 
network and packet switching method. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Shick C. 
Horn whose telephone number is 571-272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are • 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) * at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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